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MEETINGS

Next Committee Meeting

20 July 2013
EVENTS

July

13 Caboolture
Gemfest

21 Yowah Opal
Festival

August

3 Ipswich Lap
Club Show

27 4 Kybong Rock
Swap

8-11 Anakie
Gemfest,
Allan King
Memorial
Park Anakie

177 18 Central Qld
Gem Show,
New Town
Hall,
Rockhampton

September

1 Fathers Day

7 Waterloo Bay
Gem Show
Hemmant

14-15 Bribie Island
Gem Festival

21-22 AFG Seminar
Casino

28 Caloundra
Jewellery &
Gem Show

October

5 Beenleigh
Gem Show
Beenleigh
Showgrounds

26-27 Toowoomba
Gemfest
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PRESIDENT® REPORT

WINTER 2013

It is great to report on
the progress of our
Club over the last 3
months. The club is
functioning well

and financially is
holding steady.

Our Open day was a
nice way to celebrate
the finish of our
building program, and
being able to

display to Councillor
Tim Dwyer, Mark
McArdle and his wife
Judy the way we
have spent the
Sunshine Coast
Council and
Gambling Community
Benefit Funds grant
money.

We also benefited
from the sausage
sizzle and garage
sale conducted by our
hard working
Secretary Lynda .
Some very interested
people inspected the
new Museum layout.
Thanks to John,
Edith and Donna for
putting so much time
and effort into re-
organising and
cleaning. It seems
Edith completely wore
out the vacuum
cleaner so now she
has a new pride and
joy to push around.
A big thanks to Doug

and Al for the
excellent job of
painting the buildings
which look splendid.
We can all take pride
and care in our
revamped
surroundings.

Silver and Jewellery
making have drawn a
lot of interested
members to the
classes of Peter,
Wendy and Roger.
We are due for our
annual Tag & Test in
June, so be sure to
report anything in the
eline that is not up to
standard. The annual
electrical check is
essential for the
safety aspect of
working with

all the machinery.
Andria has updated
the evacuation plans
for all parts of the
premises.

Again due to our hard

working members a
very successful field
trip was organised to
Connondale with 27
attending including
most of the younger
members. By all
reports everybody
had a great time and
brought home
something to cut and
polish.

The progress of
our Jewellery &

Gem Show;

About 30+ Traders
have booked .

The raffle prizes have
been donated.

We have 8 Sponsors
paid up,

2000 Raffle tickets
and 10,000 brochures
have been ordered
from Marlin Printing
these are now
available for
distribution and to sell
at Bunnings Sausage
Sizzle on Sat 22
June.

Dave Lavis has put
the lay out of our
show with photo's on
the web site for
everyone to view,

Eric Thomas
President



Welcome to New
Members

Saffy Adams
Steve Smart
DD Horsnell
Mark Dickson
Donna Samson

Liam O&onnor

Suggestion Box: You are
welcome to put any written
suggestions in the
Suggestion Box on the
display case in the Club that
may be of benefit to the
operation of the club and to
its members

Club Merchandise: Club
shirts are available for
purchase and are available
for the handsome sum of
$27.00. Contact the
Treasurer or John Sandifort
(5499 6764) if you would
like to purchase. Club
aprons (vinyl) are also
available for $18.00 each.
They are excellent value
and are heavy duty and
come in a good length and
can be cut to size.

Club Badge: These are
standard issue for new

members. Cost is included
in the joint fee. If you
require a new badge, record
your request on the sign-in
register (in the membership
column), deposit $11.00 in
the cashbox and your
badge will be ordered by
the Treasurer

Around the Club

Mon: 9am to 12noon
6pm to 9.30pm
Tue: CLOSED
Wed: 9am to 12noon
6pmto 9 pm
Thu: 6pm to 9.30pm
Fri; CLOSED
Sat: 9am to 12noon
Sun: CLOSED

Opening Hours

Faceting with instruction

Silver with instruction and Faceting for the
experienced.

Opal cutting with instruction.

Enamelling with instruction.

Cabochons, Silver & Faceting for the
experienced
Silver with instruction

Cabochons with instruction, Carving with
instruction and Faceting for the experienced

Cabochons with instruction

JEWELLERY AND GEM SHOW 2013 COMMITTEE

REPORT

Our 2013 Jewellery and Gem Show has been booked at Caloundra
State Primary School, Queen Street on Saturday 28 September - a
one day show with set up for the traders booked for inside the hall on
the Friday evening. Measurements have been taken and a graphic
layout has been put together by Andrea Zanki and is available to view
on the website. Traders for the indoor area have been approached
and booked. A bulk email was sent to all our contacts.

Our generous sponsors are:

= =) =]

Village

= = =) =] =)

Opals Down Under, Palmview
Sunstate Jewellery, George Street
The Diamond Mine Jewellers, Pelican Waters Shopping

Got To Go Camping, Caloundra Road

Rainbow Fuel, Regent Street.

Phil Driver Service Center, Arthur Street.

Gem Cuts, Lapidary & Jewellers Tools & Supplies, Ballina.
Sapphire Engineering, manufacturers of VJ Faceting

Machines, Childers

It would be nice if we could support these generous people.

Eric Thomas
Convenor



Silverwork
Days open: Wednesday : 9 am to 12 noon with instruction by Ken Dickson.
Evenings: 6 pm to 9 pm with instruction by Edith, Wendy and Peter.

Costings: - $4.00 club fees per session plus 50c for a cuppa. Silver can be bought
through the club. Tools for beginners are supplied at the club

How it is going: -  Very well with a happy and chirpy group of people. | will point out that there
are a few men that attend so it is well mixed with new people starting to
come al ong all the ti me. Latest to
saying that 1t wondot be t oastahdarctgatthee
rest of us might find hard to match!

What is needed: - A friendly disposition and willingness to get along with others and share ideas

What is planned:- Wendy is keeping a photo record of almost all of the items made and has put
them i nto a photo album so that every

Casting

Howitisgoing:- Not very well I 6 m af r awdl reallyf draess! laake
responsibility for the way it went as in the end it was down to me. John was
goodenough t o come along with al/l hi s

done with the right equipment. Normally the whole process is undertaken
over a two day period, but due to a mix up and poor communication between
John and me, we arranged to do the whole process over one day. Lesson
here;:-Donét do it as it takes TWO day
day whilst the casting mix dried and by the end of the day everyone was tired
and getting bored, we were in too much of a hurry to finish the casting and in
the end there were more failures than good results! My apologies to those
that attended and | will do better next time.

| contacted the Paragon Oven people in the USA and discussed the whole
day with their casting guru and now know where we went wrong and how to
get better results.

What is needed: - We need some better gear for the club, but until | can do better it would be
difficult for me to put a proposition to the club management. It will come,
please just bear with me for a while longer.

What is planned: - John is away for a few weeks visiting family in Holland and when he returns
we will have another go! In the meantime | will be doing a bit of wax
modelling and casting at home in an attempt to improve.

Kind regards to one and all, if you have any questions regarding the above then please have a
chat with me sometime.

Peter.



Enamelling

Days open: -

Costings: -

How it is going: -

What is needed: -

What is planned: -

Website
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Monday evening : 6pm to 9pm. Instruction by Wendy and Peter.

$4.00 club fees per session plus 50c for a cuppa.

$72.00 for starter kits, although this sounds quite a lot, two people could share
a kit. Beyond that there is nothing that we can do as this is the cost of
materials that you need to get started with. If it helps then think of our cost of
$60.00 per lesson and we are still going!

Those that are attending are on constant work and improving all the time, we
can take two more only at this stage.

This usually takes time to do the intricate items and so perseverance is
needed. Aqui te disposition and a steady

Peter and Wendyds teacher | ives in
instruction is on hold for another 3 weeks but we will be going back to learn
some of the more detailed methods and will pass this information on to club
members that are interested.

CALOUNDRA JEWELLERY AND
GEMSHOW 2013

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER

QUEEN STREET, CALOUNDRA

www.caloundralapidaryclub.org.au

Members are encouraged to advertise items of equipment for sale with photos and descriptions on

t he

Cl

ubods website


http://www.caloundralapidaryclub.org.au/

Page 5 CalCoastGem

FIELD TRIPS

It is good to see enthusiasm from the members keen to go on field trips. The difficulty in organizing these
trips is to fit in with other club activities and many times members have other commitments. | would
appreciate input from any member with ideas of any future trips. A couple of trips have already been
planned and completed. Wendy and Anon have gien detailed reports of recent field trips later in the
newsletter. We are always looking for new ideas for places to go. They would be most welcome.

Field Trip Organizer
John Sandifort

FACETING

Faceting in our Club proves to be still very popular with all five machines being used every Monday
morning and Eric usually has a good turn up on the Monday evening. Many new members have indicated
their interest in learning faceting. | have located an engineering place locally in Caloundra. They have
made up some brass dopsticks and also refaced laps, which is very handy. | have just replaced all the
1200 laps as they had no diamond left on them. 1 still get a kick out of beginners, when they proudly show
off their first cut stone. | urge them all to keep up the good work.

John Sandifort
Faceting Instructor

5
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AND THE WINNER ISé A DA G .
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John Sandifort at the Bundaberg Gem Show with his faceted Diamond Sapphire - First
© Prize.

Congratulations John. | am sure he would be delighted to show you as it is very beautiful.

(R R L L e b i ey

Ly

This should be inspirational for all you faceters. You too can be a prize winner so keep up the
% good work.

LRy
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Raffle Prizes for the Caloundra Jewellery and Gem Show on
Saturday, 28 September 2013

First Prize ="

Second Prize

Third Prize

Raffle tickets are available for all members to sell. These prizes are magnificent. What a
fabulous gift for anyone. So please contact any of the team on the back of this newsletter for
raffle books.



Librar i

anos

1. A sum of $195 was r ai

Report

sed

from t he r ¢

2.  Asumof $12.70 has been raised so far from the 20cent levy for borrowed book:

3. The above amounts raised so far are for the purafasswv booksdr the library.

4. A number of books have already been purchased and placed in the library.

5. These books can be identified by having the woEdV IN RED on the book number

Label or by checking the laminated sheets hung on tbk tabinet.

Librarian: Gavin Wheldon

GRANTS COMMITTEE REPORT

Shortly after our Christmas break, our nominated Builder Dan Rolley received the go ahead to commence

work on our building.

This work has now been completed despite the unclement weather during the period and looks very good.

Negotiations are underway with Council re the supply and fitting of two Air Conditioning units to be placed
in the Club Room and the Faceting and Museum area.

If this is successful, we will have completed a project that has been long in the planning, but will result in a

magnificent Lapidary Club.

I would like to thank this extremely proactive Club Committee for their sterling efforts in working tirelessly
and at times very strenuously over the last two years in order to make this happen.

| would also like to thank those members who, without hesitation, put up their hands to help run the club by
becoming Instructors in Faceting and Cabbing , Silverwork, sharing their knowledge, imparting their special

skills

A great effort, it has been a pleasure being part of this Club.

Graydon Willcox,
Grants Convener.



MINERAMA visit by Wendy.

We set off quite late in the day after packing our trailer up to go to Glen Innes to the rock and gem show called
Minerama in NSW, as we had not been there before and | have always wanted to go.

Our journey was through Tenterfield where we stopped at this big pink building called Historic Stannum House a bed
and breakfast place and café. We had a Devonshire tea there and it was lovely, there were gifts to buy as it was in a
huge lounge area with lots of furniture. | was wearing a lot of my jewellery and we got talking about lapidary and he
seemed interested and liked Peter's belt buckle and wanted to know if he was selling any as he could put them in his
place to sell to the guests he gets to stay as they are always looking for something made in Australia, and any other
hand made jewellery. (See web page for details).

We stayed the night at a motel in Warwick, then carried on to Glen Innes in the morning where we had booked a
cabin at the Glen Rest Tourist Park, and Ron and Mileta were staying there too, as Ron was having a stall selling his
wire wrapped jewellry among the tailgaters at Minerama. The tourist park was right up my street as one of the lady
owners had lots of rabbits in hutches, an aviary of birds and some dogs and of course you could take your dog along
too. One evening some birds were making a loud noise behind a cabin and | went to have a look with my binoculars
and there was a big owl up in the tree.

Minerama was a lovely show, a lot of different tailgaters and | like to go to the local lapidary club stall to see what
they have to sell. | was looking for ready made cabs so | could put silver around them for my jewellry making and |
bought a few things from them. Then | found a tailgater selling lots of small pieces of moonstone with flashes of blue
and green in them so got one of those, and found two pieces of squarish lapis on a ladies stall, ideal for pendants. On
the last day one of the tailgaters had replenished some stones they had sold and there was a beautiful malachite cab
and two large lapis cabs on show and | could not resist them, so spent my last lot of cash on them.

| went on one fossicking trip that was organised by Minerama, a lovely spot but | only found a couple of specks of
sapphires. We went round a garden centre there which was very well presented, but | did not buy anything as they
were mostly cool climate plants. Then on another day we went to the local museum which is called Land of the
Beardies History House. This place was fascinating and it was in the old hospital building. In the middle of the
building was a courtyard with flower gardens and outdoor tables and chairs and there was lots of different rooms
around the square with all manner of antiques and artefacts of days gone by. It reminded me of my grandma's
equipment she used to have and some of my mother's too. There was so much to look at, we went back in the
afternoon as well and took lots of photos and they served afternoon tea and biscuits in the square. When there |
spied a cat dish and bowl and asked them about the cat, and he had been with them for a few years and had his own
basket in a small outdoor cupboard which | noticed too. Then he appeared and was a beautiful ginger and white tom
cat and he let me give him a fuss and take his photo.

While at Glen Innes we heard about Aussie Sapphires where you can buy all manner of lapidary equipment, when we
got there it was a massive warehouse with the most equipment | have ever seen in one place. What a treasure trove
of things to inspect. After purchasing a few items we went to pay and they gave us a free fridge magnet and pen or
cap. They said their catalogue and prices were all on their website, so we will keep that in mind.

Peter bought me a bag of sapphire wash to bring home, so | could wash and sieve it, which | have done and found
more sapphire specks than | did when fossicking in the river. At the camping kitchen area we met another camper
and she had been out to Billabong Blue and sieved on a heap of dirt brought in for the fossickers and she found quite
a lot of small sapphires some big enough to cut. She was very happy, but had been doing it all day.

Before we left Glen Innes | wanted to look at the standing stones tourist attraction. It was not far from the tourist
information centre and in a huge park area kept very nice with a stone building called The Celtic House, where they
have festivals at various times of the year. More photo opportunities there and it was a lovely sunny day, in fact most
of the six days we spent there it was warmer than | expected and sunnier.

| really enjoyed Minerama, but did not think it was any bigger than the shows in Queensland, but it was nice to see
ot her tailgaterés stalls.

LISMORE GEMFEST.

We set off on 14th May, for a few days away and to visit the Gemfest at Lismore. Our first stop was Burleigh Heads
for a break and some lunch. It was lovely and sunny there as we strolled along the beachfront. We found a nice cafe
on the way out and had fish and chips, which was excellent. Next stop was to have a look at Murwullimbah. We
walked round town which was quite big and then drove to the tourist information centre. They had a nice display in
there on the rainforest and models of the animals, reptiles and birds you may see, also some beautiful paintings of native
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birds. The lady was very helpful when we asked where we could stay for the night in a cabin somewhere. She suggested the
Mount Warning Rainforest Park and rang up for us to see if they had a vacancy, and they had one cabin left, so | booked that
one through her and paid there, and she gave us instructions how to get to it. I've never been offered that before as a service
and really appreciated it. The drive was down a narrow winding road, very shady and at the base of the mountains just up my
street in the Wollumbin National Park. The cabin was really nice and had lovely white towels with an orchid flower placed on
them. The bedroom was separate which is good for me as | go to bed earlier than Peter as he likes to stay up and watch TV.
Next morning there were two kookaburras sitting in the tree opposite so | took a photo, then as we drove out and up the road
there were a young lad and his mother walking to the school bus stop, a kangaroo was following him, and he had to shoo it
back to the site. It must have been his friend.

We then went onto Uki, Kunghur, Blue Knob and Nimbin, where we stopped for a look round and morning tea. In the tourist
information | saw some lovely necklaces made out of cabbed stones by a man called Peter. | nearly bought one then thought |
might see some more of them at the Gemfest. So we carried on down to Lismore to stay in a cabin | had booked over the
phone at Lismore Lakes Caravan Park. | had booked a cabin for four nights with an inside ensuite, but when we got there the
ensuite was outside which | was not very pleased about. Anyway Peter went to the office to try and change it but she said those
other cabins were booked by the gem show people so we had to stay where we were. At night we went to the cinema at night
in Lismore to see lronman.

Next day was Friday so we went to see The Crystal Castle not far from Mullumbimby. It was $14.90 each to get in as we are
now seniors, and they gave us a five dollar voucher to take off anything we might buy in the shop if it was over $30. We got a
map of the gardens too. As soon as we went down the steps into the garden there were two huge amethyst crystal geodes,
then big lumps of rose quartz lining the pathways. The shop was very nice but sold the usual jewellry you see in rock and gem
shops like Sapien Arts in Mooloolaba. What were outstanding were the big open geodes with all crystals in them and huge
quartz crystals and fossils. | have never seen so many amethyst crystal geodes in my life. In the next room were some singing
bowls made of white quartz that hummed quite loudly when the lady played them with a wooden stick with some leather on the
end of it. There were books for sale too in another room and a room for massages etc. We went into the cafe to have some
lunch and it had beautiful views from the patio looking out towards some mountains. The food was excellent too. From there
you walked down into the gardens to explore.

I n the childrenbés play area was a pol i s hed wdsarhazimy. Taamdve vgent x
downwards to explore and came across | ots of different Bt
waterlily made of rose quartz inlay on the front of the pond wall. People had left coins all overthese Buddhads wt
worthy causes when collected. In one part of the garden was a huge boulder of blue sodalite. This place is well worth a visit if
you are going that way.

Saturday May 18th we went to the Lismore Gemfest, at the showground. It was $5 each to get in and on your ticket you had to
put your name and address and phone number and put it in a barrel to go in for a lucky door prize. | was amazed at the long
rows of tailgaters there were there, the most | have ever seen. The dealers were in a building at the end of the rows and the
Gem club were displaying their showcases and equipment and in another building. The club itself seemed to have a stall
indoors and one outdoors as well. | got talking to some of the ladies on the outdoor stall and they had just started to do some
enamelling. There were some of their pendants on their stall for sale and they were very nice. When we saw the kiln they had
been using to do this it looked really old, and | thought how lucky we are at Caloundra club to have a brand new one to work
with. | wondered how they knew we had been doing enamelling at our club, then we saw a man on the gate who said he had
visited our club recently and had called in on a Monday night when we were working and then | remembered talking to him and
his wife.

It was a lovely sunny day and there were plenty of food stalls to get our lunch from and places to sit down to eat.
We were there from 9am till 2.30pm and by that time our legs were getting tired, so we decided to have another mug of tea and

finish for the day. It was the biggest and best gem show | have ever been to in Australia.

CONONDALE FOSSICKING TRIP.

We all met at the gem club in Caloundra and signed the trips book then made our way to Landsborough where other members
joined the convoy. We stopped at Maleny to look at the markets inside a hall were there were lots of goodies to be bought. |
bought some embroidered towels and face washers with cats and parrots on to send to my sisters in England and also got
some kiwi fruit and rhubarb from a local grower. There were some nice plants for sale too and home made produce. Then we
went on to Conondale for a drink and a break. After that we then drove to Little Yabba Creek where Carole was waiting for us at
a barbeque on the left hand side of the road. It was a lovely sunny day and we had taken Victoria and her friend along with us
to enjoy the trip. After getting our chairs and things out of our cars we walked down to the creek with buckets and tools to find
some jasper to take home so we could cut and polish it at the club and make some into cabochons for pendants etc. The water
was quite low and you could pick pieces up in the dry part of the riverbed easily. The colours varied and | cabbed a nice white,
burgundy, and orange piece with the help of Doug to make into a pendant. Since then | have seen one in a silver setting by
Dave and it is a lovely red and burgundy colour.

We stopped for the barbeque lunch and a drink and it was getting quite warm in the sun. Thank you to those who cooked the
meat on the barbecue and brought salads and bread and sweets which were much appreciated. Everyone had found
something and was showing off their stones to each other. The young ones enjoyed the day out with their families and friends
too.



After lunch we went down again to the river and Peter was showing people how to pan for gold. They were all crowded
round him and | tried a little bit but got distracted by some red backed black fairy wrens that were flitting about. Tools down
and out with my camera and with patience and perseverance | got some lovely shots of the male sat on a tall piece of grass.
After that | saw a kookaburra in the tree near where we were sitting and got a nice shot of that too. It was so nice to sit
outside in the sunshine and enjoyed the company of like minded people.

Before we left | had seen an old fireplace that had some charcoal in it and | got a few pieces to put in my plant pots when |
replant my orchids, as it is supposed to sweeten the bark or soil that you plant them in.

We had a lovely day out and I'd like to thank Carole for organising this social event and John our leader of the tour on the
day and Edith for the delicious peanut brittle she made, Greg for bringing all the stuff from the club and everybody who
contributed to make it an enjoyable day.

Wendy
y
\
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i Care for Your Gemstones
Here’s a handy chart to help you keep track of the best way to care for each of your gemstones. We based
e the safety of these cleaning methods on the assumption that your stones have been treated (many are).
If you have untreated or natural gemstones, some of these methods may be safer than specified.
Gemstone Chemical : Ultrasonic : Steam Notes
Carnelian Agate Safe Safe Safe Wash with warm water and mild detergent, using a soft brush.
Alexandrite } Safe Safe Safe
Amber Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Clean with soft cloth. For deeper cleaning, wash with warm \ "
water and mild detergent, then rinse and dry thoroughly. N
Amethyst Safe Safe Use caution R
Aquamarine ; Safe Safe Use caution Amathyst
Carnelian Safe Unsafe Use caution
Chalcedony ; Safe Safe Safe Do not soak for extended periods of time.
Citrine Safe Safe Use caution
Sititis Coral Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Wash with warm water and mild detergent, using a soft brush. Chalcedony
Diamond Safe Safe Safe
) Emerald Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Wash very gently with warm water and mild detergent, using
o a soft brush. No vigorous scrubbing.
e Garnet Safe Safe Use caution
Hematite Safe Safe Safe
lvory Unsafe Unsafe Safe
Hematite Jade Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe
Labradorite : Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Wash with warm water and mild detergent, using a soft brush.
Lapis lazuli Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Moonstond
Malachite Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Avoid heat; clean with a soft cloth and mild soapy water.
Moonstone Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Wash with warm water and mild detergent, using a soft brush.
Onyx Safe Safe Safe .‘;
Opal Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Fragile; wash with warm soapy water, using a soft brush. Use ﬂ
g e a dab of olive oil to re-moisturize these porous stones. Boulder
Pearl Unsafe Unsafe Use caution i Clean with soft cloth after each wear. Remove stains with mild opal
detergent on a damp rag; don’t submerge in liquid, as
moisture can cause discoloration. I\
Peridot Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe Fragile; wash with warm water and mild detergent, using & R %* 3
soft brush. W
)
Quartz Safe Use caution § Use caution T
Ruby Safe Use caution § Use caution § Avoid ultrasonic and steam for oiled stones. No vigorous Quartz
scrubbing. (tourmalinatq
n Sapphire Safe Safe Safe
Tanzanite Safe Unsafe Unsafe Fragile; wash with warm water and mild detergent, using a
Topaz soft brush.
Tigereye Unsafe Use caution § Safe Don’t use harsh detergents. Y
Topaz Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe
Tourmaline : Safe Use caution § Use caution
Turquoise Unsafe Unsafe Unsafe May discolor. Clean with soft cloth.
Turquoise I Zircon Safe Safe Safe
Tigereye
JeWmnem!!:y © 2008 Kalmbach Publishing Co. This material may not be reproduced In any form without permission from the publisher.




FIELD TRIP TOKOROITOPAL FIELD 7 MAY 2013

All names in this report have been withheld to protect the innocent but mostly the guilty.

When the ten innocent souls signed up to noodle for Opals, in a God forsaken backblock of
Queensland, in a trip led by our clubs President, little did they know it would be a life changing
experience.

Our trip began in the park behind the Cunnamulla Fella, in Cunnamulla, where we all were
briefed by our President and Leader. He advised Koroit was 78 kilometres west on a road a
camel driver would have difficulty navigating. We were advised to travel in convoy and travel
close to our leader.

Well, it was off, within in two minutes we had lost sight of our leader, within three minutes we
couldndot even see his dust. We were abdcews o f ol
frightened featherless emus, confused kangaroos and gaunt goats left in his wake. Even driving

at break neck speed, we arrived at Koroit half an hour after our leader who chastised us for not

keeping up with his nitro Nissan.

We were pleasantly surprised at the facilities on site at Redtrace Mine. We had expected to find a
fly blown toilet, shower under a tree (the trees do not grow tall enough to shower under, not even
for dwarfs) and have to scoop our water out of a cattle trough! We had a septic toilet combined
with a shower on a wooden floor and 3000 litres of tank water available for our use. The assistant
Secretary who is only used to staying in five star accommodations even gave it the thumbs up.
She said she could stay here a night or two, she ended up having to stay for ten.

Our Amenitiesod6 Bl ock

We were very fortunate and thankful to have the opportunity to camp and noodle for opal at
Redtrace Mine owned by Andrew Seiber (Caloundra Lapidary Club Member) in partnership with
Spike Taylor. Redtrace is an open cut mine that has been mined with bucket excavators to a
depth of around 20 metres (refer photo). Rock containing the opal and overburden is excavated
and placed in large heaps while a spotter removes the opal when it is bought to the surface... Our
aim when noodling was to find the opal that was missed by the spotter. This entailed digging thru
the 10metre high mullock heaps looking for a flash of colour, a difficult and sometimes rewarding
task.



Redtrace Open Cut Mine Eric & Ray searching for Opal

Surprisingly, the first opal was found in our camp by an ex media personality, (she worked for the
Courier Mail) who had a phobia about snakes. This lady, was also married to an English
Gentleman who was a gung ho chef, walked around the camp site with her nose to the ground in
fear that she may walk on a snake. While she never spotted a snake, she was very successful in
finding anything that that shone in the red dirt.

Our Treasurer and his wife were could only stay with us for the first few days as they had made
arrangements to attend a booze up at Coober Pedy with some long lost friends. The Treasurers

wife was very concerned it would rain and they would not be able to escape if the dirt road back

to Cunnamulla became greasy. So every time a cloud came over we heard this voice call out

fi BRNIE, ERNIE (real name withheld to protect his identity) COME QUICK WE HAVE TO LEAVE

NOW! ! 1 6 Poor Ernie did not know if he was coming
designated day and were given a royal send off by the ladies in the camp.

Our evening entertainment was sitting around a massive campfire built by a pyromaniac from
Little Mountain and listening to stories that may have had an ounce of truth. Damper was cooked
over the hot coals of our evening fire by the wife of a quality builder from Currimundi. This lady is
currently being investigated by the Gaming Commission due to a recent doddgy winning streak
on the pokies. We were pleased she was not arrested while on the dig as her cooking was
delicious.

Fireside warmth & relaxation Breakfast at Bernies



The Peeping Tom Incident. Early in our visit to Redtrace, there was a report of a peeping tom in
the camp. A married man with a wife and four children was surprised and embarrassed to
discover a male member of the group from Golden Beach, lurking in the shadows, watching him
shower. The man protested his innocence, stating he was listening to the therapeutic sound of
the shower. His wife a kindergarten teacher claimed he was innocent even though he likes to
carry her handbag while shopping. Following the incident all the males wore undies while
showering but the women left the shower doors open hoping to get a glimpse of the offender.

Spike Taylor went out of his way to make our visit to Koroit interesting and enjoyable. Spike
delivered a trailer load of fire wood to our camp on our arrival and showed us the areas where we
would be most likely to find opal at Redtace. Spike also has an underground mine, Comet, ten
kilometres from Redtrace. Spike was kind enough to give us a tour of his underground mine. One
lady ( snake phobic), and four males climbed down the 20 metre ladder through a hole no larger
than Clive Palmers waist to enter the mine. We were impressed with Spikes innovative approach
running a one man opal mine.

Under ground with Spike And Helen came too

We heard many interesting stories about the characters that inhabit these opal fields during our
visit. One miner has a claim that does not have an opal vein so he digs a tunnel into the next

mi ners claim and mines his neighbourdés opal
claim was an empty tunnel. Another miner decided there was more opal under the road leading to
his claim than on his claim so he closed the road, diverted it into his block and mined the road.

Finally, what did we find? Probably a lot of not much! We did find some nice samples of boulder
opal but their beauty will not be revealed until we cut and polish them. One thing we certainly did
find - New friends. Our trip was made more enjoyable by the comradeship that can only be found
in a group of old fogies.Thanks is also extended to our President, life member and group leader
who we all believed he might know what he was doing.

While writing this factual report of our Field Trip, | have not let truth get in the way of a good story.

ANON
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Chief Instructor
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Field Officer
Maintenance Officer
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OFFICE BEARERS for 2013

Club Patron: Cr. Tim Dwyer

Eric Thomas

Greg Reynolds
Lynda Rush

Bernie Partridge
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Doug Richie
John Sandifort
John Sandifort
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David Lavis

Graydon Willcox

Ray Rolley
Gavin Wheldon

Graydon Willcox
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Lynda Rush

Bernadette Neubecker
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INSTRUCTORS

John Sandifort / Faceting / Duty Officer 54 996 764
Eric Thomas / Faceting / Duty Officer 54 381 094

Greg Reynolds / Duty Officer 0408 397755

Ken Dickson / Silver

Peter Dyson / Silver / Duty Officer 54 938 048

Greg Reynolds / Cabbing / Duty Officer 0408 397755

Douglas Ritchie / Cabbing / Chief Instructor 54919958

Mick Gracy / Duty Officer 54927070

Bernadette Neubecker
Editor
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